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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

2. Claim 1-13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Nouel 
(US 6,406,833). 

Regarding claim 1 . Nouel herein after referred to as "Nouel" teaches a plate for use in 
wet offset printing, comprising at its surface ink-accepting surfaces corresponding to 
patterns to be printed; at least part of said ink-accepting surfaces being lightened, i.e. 
including small non ink- accepting lightening surfaces, characterized in that over at least 
part of said lightened ink-accepting surfaces, said small non ink-accepting lightening 
surfaces are distributed in at least two groups: a first group of small non ink-accepting 
surfaces with an area (areas) sufficient to be effective per se and in a quantity sufficient 
to lighten the ink-accepting surface(s) involved in lightening by at least 4%; and 
a second group of small non ink-accepting surfaces, not effective per se because their 
area(s) is (are) too small; the mean area of said small non ink-accepting surfaces of 
said second group in general being less than 2/3 of the mean area of said small non 
ink-accepting surfaces of said first group; said small non ink-accepting surfaces of said 
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first and second groups being distributed so as to minimize, advantageously avoid, any 
moire effects, (column 10, claims 1-3, 5 and 6) 

Regarding claim 2 . Nouel teaches a plate characterized in that said small non ink- 
accepting surfaces of said first and/or second groups are distributed in a random 
manner or in conventional screens and, for each color, in the orientation employed for 
the screen for said color, (column 9, lines 17-20) 

Regarding claim 3 . Nouel teaches a plate characterized in that when printing patterns 
with a stochastic screen, the small non ink-accepting surfaces of said first and second 
groups distributed in a (several) conventional screen(s) are orientated for each color in 
the orientation normally used for printing said color, (column 8, lines 51-54) 

Regarding claim 4 . Nouel teaches a plate characterized in that the mean area of said 
small non ink-accepting surfaces of said second group is in the range 1/4 to 2/3, 
advantageously in the range 1/4 to 1/2 of the mean area of said small non ink-accepting 
surfaces of said first group, (column 10, claims 5 and 6) 

Regarding claim 5 . Nouel teaches a plate characterized in that: when printing patterns 
with an amplitude modulation screen, the area(s) of said small non ink-accepting 
surfaces of said first group remains (remain) smaller than the 95% white dot value, and 
advantageously smaller than the 98% white dot value of said screen; or when printing 
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patterns with a stocliastic screen, the area(s) of said small non ink-accepting surfaces 
of said first group is (are) always less than three times the area of the dot of said 
screen, and generally in the range 0.5 times to 2 times said area, (column 9, lines 22- 
25) 

Regarding claim 6 . Nouel teaches a plate characterized in that said small non ink- 
accepting surfaces of said first group are present in a quantity sufficient to lighten the 
ink-accepting surface(s) concerned with lightening by 4% to 20%, advantageously by 
6% to 12%. (column 10, claims 2 and 3) 

Regarding claim 7 . Nouel teaches a plate characterized in that said small non ink- 
accepting surfaces of said second group are present in a quantity sufficient to lighten 
the ink-accepting surface(s) concerned with lightening by 4% to 35%, advantageously 
by 8% to 20%. (column 10, claims 2 and 3) 

Regarding claim 8 . Nouel teaches a plate characterized in that the percentage 
lightening of its ink-accepting surfaces is not constant, (column 3, lines 11-17) 

Regarding claim 9 . Nouel teaches a plate characterized in that none of said small non 
ink-accepting surfaces of said second group is in contact with a small non ink-accepting 
surface of said first group, (column 10, claim 1) 
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Regarding claim 10 . Nouel teaches a plate characterized in that each of said small non 
ink-accepting surfaces of said first and second groups is inside the ink-accepting 
surface within which it is present, (column 10, claim 1) 

Regarding claim 11 . Nouel teaches a plate characterized in that said small non ink- 
accepting surfaces of said first group have the same area and/or, advantageously and, 
said small non ink-accepting surfaces of said second group have the same area, 
(column 4, lines 26-30) 

Regarding claim 12 . Nouel teaches a process for preparing a plate characterized in that 
it comprises copying said plate to generate the ink- accepting surfaces corresponding to 
the patterns to be printed on the surface of said plate as well as said small non ink- 
accepting lightening surfaces within said ink-accepting surfaces; said small non ink- 
accepting surfaces being copied: by a technique for exposing said plate through at least 
one film and/or a technique for exposing a precursor web of positive pre-sensitized 
plates through the opaque wall of a tube; and/or by a technique for directly exposing 
said plate with beams controlled by software; and/or by a projection technique, (column 
1, lines 9-19 and column 7, lines 1-28) 

Regarding claim 13 . Nouel teaches a wet offset printing process, comprising: copying a 
plate, generating ink-accepting surfaces on the surface of said plate corresponding to 
the patterns to be printed and including small non ink-accepting lightening surfaces; 
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fixing said copied plate to a plate cylinder; wetting then inking said fixed copied plate or 
inking it directly with an ink based on an ink/water mixture; and transferring the ink held 
on said lightened ink- accepting surfaces onto the blanket then onto the substrate to be 
printed in succession, (column 1, lines 20-24 and column 8 lines 10-12) 



Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to SHEMA T. FREEMAN whose telephone number is 
(571)270-5714. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday 7:30am- 
5pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Tu Nguyen can be reached on (571) 272-2424. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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